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the example of M. de Mayenne. An attempt was
made to induce him to join in some intrigue against
me. He replied that he, like my other subjects, had
too much cause to be grateful to me ; and that he
for one would always risk his life to do me a service,
because, he added, I had saved France in spite of
those who sought to trouble her, while he himself
in the past had done what in him lay to ruin the
Commonwealth. . . . This is what the Head of
the League said. . . . Grant to my prayers what
you might have refused to my threats. ... Do
quickly, I pray you, what I ask, and not for my sake
only, but also for your own and for that of peace."
The deputations sent by the Parliaments of Bor-
deaux and Toulouse to protest against the too favour-
able terms granted to the heretics, were given not
less plainly to understand that the King meant to be
obeyed. The magistrates of Toulouse had excelled
in fanaticism and faction and in addressing them
Henry assumed a tone of angry expostulation, " It
was strange that they could not cast off their per-
versity. It was plain the Spaniard still stuck in their
belly. Who could believe that those who have
risked life, goods, rank and position for the defence
and preservation of the kingdom are to be held un-
worthy of honour and public office, are to be hunted
and driven out of the country as traitors, while those
who have striven with all their might and main to
destroy this State are to be reputed good Frenchmen
capable and worthy of office ? I am not blind, I can
see clearly; I choose that those of the Religion shall
live in peace and be capable of holding office, not